
The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations

By Allan B. Jacobs

The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations By Allan B. Jacobs

Cities, Allan B. Jacobs contends, ought to be magnificent, beautiful places to
live. They should be places where people can be fulfilled, where they can be
what they can be, where there is freedom, love, ideas, excitement, quiet and joy.
Cities ought to be the ultimate manifestation of society’s collective
achievements.

Allan B. Jacobs is one of the world’s best known planners and urban design
practitioners, with a long and distinguished international career. Drawing on his
professional experience of almost sixty years, Jacobs guides the reader through
the lessons he’s learnt as a planner and lover of cities.  Cities from Brazil, Italy,
India, Japan, China and the US are featured.

Written with a wonderfully engaging, humorous tone and Jacobs’ own drawings,
The Good City transfers lessons on city design, building and urban change to all
those willing to help cities become the magnificent, beautiful places they should
be - and encourages all inhabitants to learn to appreciate and explore their own
cities.
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Cities, Allan B. Jacobs contends, ought to be magnificent, beautiful places to live. They should be places
where people can be fulfilled, where they can be what they can be, where there is freedom, love, ideas,
excitement, quiet and joy. Cities ought to be the ultimate manifestation of society’s collective achievements.

Allan B. Jacobs is one of the world’s best known planners and urban design practitioners, with a long and
distinguished international career. Drawing on his professional experience of almost sixty years, Jacobs
guides the reader through the lessons he’s learnt as a planner and lover of cities.  Cities from Brazil, Italy,
India, Japan, China and the US are featured.

Written with a wonderfully engaging, humorous tone and Jacobs’ own drawings, The Good City transfers
lessons on city design, building and urban change to all those willing to help cities become the magnificent,
beautiful places they should be - and encourages all inhabitants to learn to appreciate and explore their own
cities.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a candid, refreshing book, made even better by drawings that Jacobs has been making on
sketch pads throughout his career. Read The Good City and you just might avoid making the world a
more soulless place." - Better! Cities & Towns

"Allan Jacobs is a great planner who cares deeply about cities and loves the people who inhabit them.
His essays capture decades of observations and wisdom, and are an essential read for every urbanist" -
Gary Hack, Professor of City & Regional Planning, University of Pennsylvania, USA

"The Good City is a personal panoramic tour taking us from Calcutta to San Francisco and covering
over half a century. Its author, Allan Jacobs, the urban flâneur "par excellence," reflects on his
experience observing cities. This is a must read for any urbanist." - Nezar AlSayyad, Professor
of Architecture, Planning, and Urban Design, University of California, Berkeley, USA

"Once again, esteemed professor of planning Allan B. Jacobs has written a very engaging and
thought-provoking planning text... Reading like a memoir, The Good City is an excellent book for
thoughtful planners who want to think long and hard about their personal and professional ties to
cities where they have lived and worked." - Annalise Fonza, Journal of Planning Education and Research
32(4)

About the Author

Allan B. Jacobs has almost 60 years of active city planning and urban design practice, research and teaching
experience in major American and world cities. He has served as San Francisco’s planning director during
the 1960s and 70s, a period of both confrontation and historic urban design achievement. Prior to that Jacobs
worked in Cleveland, Pittsburgh during its "renaissance" years, and Calcutta, India, before teaching at the
University of Pennsylvania. He has consulted and worked in Curitiba, Brazil, Rome, Japan, Shanghai, Abu
Dhabi, Vancouver, and many US cities. Presently, he is Professor Emeritus at the Department of City and
Regional Planning, University of California, Berkeley, and Professor in the Graduate School there.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

This book untitled The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.



Therese Webb:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Good City:
Reflections and Imaginations, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Victor Hubbard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Anthony Lainez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations or
maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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