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According to the Bible, ancient Israel's neighbors worshipped a wide variety of
gods. In recent years, scholars have sought a better understanding of this early
polytheistic milieu and its relation to Yahweh, the God of Israel. Drawing on
ancient Ugaritic texts and looking closely at Ugaritic deities, Mark Smith
examines the meaning of "divinity" in the ancient near East and considers how
this concept applies to Yahweh.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Brilliant, well-documented, well-organized, and very discomforting. Biblical scholars now recognize that in
the pre-exilic era Asherah worship, infant sacrifice, solar veneration, and other religious practices attacked
by biblical authors represented normal Israelite worship, while monotheism was a late development in the
Babylonian Exile and subsequent years. Smith and others led the charge in this new scholarly perception of
Israelite religion. But with this volume Smith has thrown down a gauntlet to challenge our understandings
even more. Smith has produced a seminal work with which scholars must come to grips for years."

"This is an important work which will alter the perspectives of many."--The Bible Today
"Not only is the text wide-ranging and insightful at every turn, but it is greatly complemented by the
endnotes, which resume arguments, develop tangential aspects, and offer a massive bibliography for further
exploration."--Journal of Near Eastern Studies
"Brilliant, well-documented, well-organized, and very discomforting. Biblical scholars now recognize that in
the pre-exilic era Asherah worship, infant sacrifice, solar veneration, and other religious practices attacked
by biblical authors represented normal Israelite worship, while monotheism was a
late development in the Babylonian Exile and subsequent years. Smith and others led the charge in this new
scholarly perception of Israelite religion. But with this volume Smith has thrown down a gauntlet to
challenge our understandings even more. Smith has produced a seminal work with which
scholars must come to grips for years."--Journal of Hebrew Scriptures
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"Brilliant, well-documented, well-organized, and very discomforting. Biblical scholars now recognize that in
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by biblical authors represented normal Israelite worship, while monotheism was a late development in the
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lee Nelson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel's Polytheistic Background
and the Ugaritic Texts. Try to the actual book The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel's Polytheistic
Background and the Ugaritic Texts as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Derek McCaleb:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel's
Polytheistic Background and the Ugaritic Texts. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a book The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel's Polytheistic
Background and the Ugaritic Texts. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.



Adele Yeager:

The reserve with title The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel's Polytheistic Background and the Ugaritic
Texts has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Verna Krell:

The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel's Polytheistic Background and the Ugaritic Texts can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel's Polytheistic Background and the
Ugaritic Texts but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new
stage of crucial considering.
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