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In 1943, while the world was convulsed by war, a few visionaries -- in the
private sector and in the military -- committed to protect Europe's cultural
heritage from the indiscriminate ravages of World War II.

In the midst of the conflict, the Allied Forces appointed the monuments
officers?a motley group of art historians, curators, architects, and artists?to
ensure that the great masterworks of European art and architecture were not
looted or bombed into oblivion. The journalist Ilaria Dagnini Brey focuses her
spellbinding account on the monuments officers of Italy, quickly dubbed "the
Venus Fixers" by bemused troops.

Working on the front lines in conditions of great deprivation and danger, these
unlikely soldiers stripped the great galleries of their incomparable holdings and
sent them into safety by any means they could. They worked with skeptical army
strategists to make sure air raids didn't take out the heart of an ancient city, and
patched up Renaissance palazzi and ancient churches whose lead roofs were
sometimes melted away by the savagery of the attacks. Sometimes they failed.
But to an astonishing degree, they succeeded, and anyone who marvels at Italy's
artistic riches today is witnessing their handiwork.

In the course of her research, Brey gained unprecedented access to private
archives and primary sources, and the result is a book at once thorough and
grandly entertaining?a revelatory take on a little-known chapter of World War II
history. The Venus Fixers is an adventure story with the gorgeous tints of a
Botticelli landscape as its backdrop.
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In 1943, while the world was convulsed by war, a few visionaries -- in the private sector and in the
military -- committed to protect Europe's cultural heritage from the indiscriminate ravages of World
War II.

In the midst of the conflict, the Allied Forces appointed the monuments officers?a motley group of art
historians, curators, architects, and artists?to ensure that the great masterworks of European art and
architecture were not looted or bombed into oblivion. The journalist Ilaria Dagnini Brey focuses her
spellbinding account on the monuments officers of Italy, quickly dubbed "the Venus Fixers" by bemused
troops.

Working on the front lines in conditions of great deprivation and danger, these unlikely soldiers stripped the
great galleries of their incomparable holdings and sent them into safety by any means they could. They
worked with skeptical army strategists to make sure air raids didn't take out the heart of an ancient city, and
patched up Renaissance palazzi and ancient churches whose lead roofs were sometimes melted away by the
savagery of the attacks. Sometimes they failed. But to an astonishing degree, they succeeded, and anyone
who marvels at Italy's artistic riches today is witnessing their handiwork.

In the course of her research, Brey gained unprecedented access to private archives and primary sources, and
the result is a book at once thorough and grandly entertaining?a revelatory take on a little-known chapter of
World War II history. The Venus Fixers is an adventure story with the gorgeous tints of a Botticelli
landscape as its backdrop.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Anderson:

The book The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art
During World War II can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of
the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II? Some of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers
Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

James Ensor:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the
Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II as your daily resource information.

Walter Blankenship:

The actual book The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved
Italy's Art During World War II will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers
Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Rita Lattimore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you



know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Venus
Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War
II.
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