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“Magisterial sweep and scale.”—The Independent (UK)

In November 1910, Count Lev Tolstoy died at a remote Russian railway station.
At the time of his death, he was the most famous man in Russia, with a growing
international following, and more revered than the tsar. Born into an aristocratic
family, Tolstoy had spent his life rebelling against not only conventional ideas
about literature and art but also traditional education, family life, organized
religion, and the state.

In this, the first biography of Tolstoy in more than twenty years, Rosamund
Bartlett draws extensively on key Russian sources, including much fascinating
material made available since the collapse of the Soviet Union. She sheds light
on Tolstoy’s remarkable journey from callow youth to writer to prophet;
discusses his troubled relationship with his wife, Sonya; and vividly evokes the
Russian landscapes Tolstoy so loved and the turbulent times in which he lived.
Above all, Bartett gives us an eloquent portrait of the brilliant, maddening, and
contrary man who has once again been discovered by a new generation of
readers.
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“Magisterial sweep and scale.”—The Independent (UK)

In November 1910, Count Lev Tolstoy died at a remote Russian railway station. At the time of his death, he
was the most famous man in Russia, with a growing international following, and more revered than the tsar.
Born into an aristocratic family, Tolstoy had spent his life rebelling against not only conventional ideas about
literature and art but also traditional education, family life, organized religion, and the state.

In this, the first biography of Tolstoy in more than twenty years, Rosamund Bartlett draws extensively on
key Russian sources, including much fascinating material made available since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. She sheds light on Tolstoy’s remarkable journey from callow youth to writer to prophet; discusses his
troubled relationship with his wife, Sonya; and vividly evokes the Russian landscapes Tolstoy so loved and
the turbulent times in which he lived. Above all, Bartett gives us an eloquent portrait of the brilliant,
maddening, and contrary man who has once again been discovered by a new generation of readers.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Bonus Content: Images from Tolstoy
(Click on Images to Enlarge)

Tolstoy and his Starley Rover Bicycle, 1895. Credit:
Tolstoi: Dokumenty. Rukopisi. Fotografi, Moscow,
1995

The fourth draft of the opening of Anna Karenina,
1873 • Credit: Tolstoi: Dokumenty. Rukopisi.
Fotografi, Moscow, 1995

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Tolstoy: A Russian Life. All type of book
could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.



Jennifer Mendoza:

The feeling that you get from Tolstoy: A Russian Life will be the more deep you searching the information
that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Tolstoy: A Russian Life giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific Tolstoy: A Russian Life instantly.

Santa McNabb:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Tolstoy: A Russian Life this e-book consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Tiffany Zamora:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Tolstoy:
A Russian Life which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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