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A gripping account of China’s nineteenth-century Taiping Rebellion, one of the
largest civil wars in history. Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom brims with
unforgettable characters and vivid re-creations of massive and often gruesome
battles—a sweeping yet intimate portrait of the conflict that shaped the fate of
modern China.
 
The story begins in the early 1850s, the waning years of the Qing dynasty, when
word spread of a major revolution brewing in the provinces, led by a failed civil
servant who claimed to be the son of God and brother of Jesus. The Taiping
rebels drew their power from the poor and the disenfranchised, unleashing the
ethnic rage of millions of Chinese against their Manchu rulers. This homegrown
movement seemed all but unstoppable until Britain and the United States stepped
in and threw their support behind the Manchus: after years of massive carnage,
all opposition to Qing rule was effectively snuffed out for generations. Stephen
R. Platt recounts these events in spellbinding detail, building his story on two
fascinating characters with opposing visions for China’s future: the conservative
Confucian scholar Zeng Guofan, an accidental general who emerged as the most
influential military strategist in China’s modern history; and Hong Rengan, a
brilliant Taiping leader whose grand vision of building a modern, industrial, and
pro-Western Chinese state ended in tragic failure.
 
This is an essential and enthralling history of the rise and fall of the movement
that, a century and a half ago, might have launched China on an entirely different
path into the modern world.
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A gripping account of China’s nineteenth-century Taiping Rebellion, one of the largest civil wars in history.
Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom brims with unforgettable characters and vivid re-creations of massive and
often gruesome battles—a sweeping yet intimate portrait of the conflict that shaped the fate of modern
China.
 
The story begins in the early 1850s, the waning years of the Qing dynasty, when word spread of a major
revolution brewing in the provinces, led by a failed civil servant who claimed to be the son of God and
brother of Jesus. The Taiping rebels drew their power from the poor and the disenfranchised, unleashing the
ethnic rage of millions of Chinese against their Manchu rulers. This homegrown movement seemed all but
unstoppable until Britain and the United States stepped in and threw their support behind the Manchus: after
years of massive carnage, all opposition to Qing rule was effectively snuffed out for generations. Stephen R.
Platt recounts these events in spellbinding detail, building his story on two fascinating characters with
opposing visions for China’s future: the conservative Confucian scholar Zeng Guofan, an accidental general
who emerged as the most influential military strategist in China’s modern history; and Hong Rengan, a
brilliant Taiping leader whose grand vision of building a modern, industrial, and pro-Western Chinese state
ended in tragic failure.
 
This is an essential and enthralling history of the rise and fall of the movement that, a century and a half ago,
might have launched China on an entirely different path into the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

William Reeves:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom: China, the West, and the Epic Story of
the Taiping Civil War.

Catherine Walters:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Autumn in the Heavenly
Kingdom: China, the West, and the Epic Story of the Taiping Civil War book as nice and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Floyd Brown:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom: China, the West, and the Epic Story of the Taiping Civil
War.

Norma Barnes:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top



book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom: China, the West, and the Epic Story of the Taiping Civil War. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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