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Today, Americans look back nostalgically at the 1950s, an era when television
and rock and roll revolutionized popular culture, and Vietnam, race riots, drug
abuse, and protest movements were still in the future. With homes in the suburbs,
new automobiles, and the latest electrical gadgets, many Americans believed they
were the most prosperous people on earth. Yet the era was tainted by the fear of
thermonuclear war with the Soviet Union, deepening racial tensions, and
discontent with rigid roles for women and the demands of corporate conformity.
A sense of rebellion had begun to brew behind the facade. It manifested itself in
rock and roll, the budding civil rights movement, and the appearance of a youth
culture, eventually exploding in the 1960s.

Providing a comprehensive overview, this book includes entries on the prominent
people, major events, issues, scandals, ideas, popular culture, and court cases of
the decade that gave rise to the tensions of the 1960s.
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Today, Americans look back nostalgically at the 1950s, an era when television and rock and roll
revolutionized popular culture, and Vietnam, race riots, drug abuse, and protest movements were still in the
future. With homes in the suburbs, new automobiles, and the latest electrical gadgets, many Americans
believed they were the most prosperous people on earth. Yet the era was tainted by the fear of thermonuclear
war with the Soviet Union, deepening racial tensions, and discontent with rigid roles for women and the
demands of corporate conformity. A sense of rebellion had begun to brew behind the facade. It manifested
itself in rock and roll, the budding civil rights movement, and the appearance of a youth culture, eventually
exploding in the 1960s.

Providing a comprehensive overview, this book includes entries on the prominent people, major events,
issues, scandals, ideas, popular culture, and court cases of the decade that gave rise to the tensions of the
1960s.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
An A-Z survey of the decade, from The Abbott and Costello Show and Acheson, Dean to Zinjanthropus (the
first possible human ancestor discovered by Louis and Mary Leakey in Africa) and Zorro. Libraries that have
found Olson's Historical Dictionary of the 1960s and Historical Dictionary of the 1970s [both RBB Ap 15
00] useful will want to add this volume. REVWR
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
..."this dictionary provides a solid introduction to the period, making it a useful tool for undergraduates."-
ARBA
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About the Author

JAMES S. OLSON is Distinguished Professor of History at Sam Houston State University, where he has
taught since 1972. He is the author of more than 20 books on U.S. and world history, including Historical
Dictionary of the 1970s (Greenwood, 1999) and Historical Dictionary of the 1960s (Greenwood, 1999).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawna Vaughn:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Historical Dictionary of the 1950s. All type
of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Cody Smith:

Here thing why this Historical Dictionary of the 1950s are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Historical Dictionary of the 1950s giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Historical Dictionary of the 1950s. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café,

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Historical Dictionary of the 1950s in e-book can be your alternative.

Willie Quinones:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Historical Dictionary of the 1950s
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you may pick Historical Dictionary of the 1950s become your own personal starter.

Tim Vazquez:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top collection in your reading list is Historical Dictionary of the 1950s. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.
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