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Taking on the neglected issue of the short story's relationship to literary
Modernism, Claire Drewery examines works by Katherine Mansfield, Dorothy
Richardson, May Sinclair, and Virginia Woolf. Drewery argues that the short
story as a genre is preoccupied with transgressing boundaries, and thus offers an
ideal platform from which to examine the Modernist fascination with the liminal.
Embodying both liberation and restriction, liminal spaces on the one hand enable
challenges to traditional cultural and personal identities, while on the other hand
they entail the inevitable negative consequences of occupying the position of the
outsider: marginality, psychosis, and death. Mansfield, Richardson, Sinclair, and
Woolf all exploit this paradox in their short fiction, which typically explores
literal and psychological borderline states that are resistant to rational analysis.
Thus, their short stories offered these authors an opportunity to represent the
borders of unconsciousness and to articulate meaning while also conveying a
sense of that which is unsayable. Through their concern with liminality, Drewery
shows, these writers contribute significantly to the Modernist aesthetic that
interrogates identity, the construction of the self, and the relationship between the
individual and society.
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Taking on the neglected issue of the short story's relationship to literary Modernism, Claire Drewery
examines works by Katherine Mansfield, Dorothy Richardson, May Sinclair, and Virginia Woolf. Drewery
argues that the short story as a genre is preoccupied with transgressing boundaries, and thus offers an ideal
platform from which to examine the Modernist fascination with the liminal. Embodying both liberation and
restriction, liminal spaces on the one hand enable challenges to traditional cultural and personal identities,
while on the other hand they entail the inevitable negative consequences of occupying the position of the
outsider: marginality, psychosis, and death. Mansfield, Richardson, Sinclair, and Woolf all exploit this
paradox in their short fiction, which typically explores literal and psychological borderline states that are
resistant to rational analysis. Thus, their short stories offered these authors an opportunity to represent the
borders of unconsciousness and to articulate meaning while also conveying a sense of that which is
unsayable. Through their concern with liminality, Drewery shows, these writers contribute significantly to
the Modernist aesthetic that interrogates identity, the construction of the self, and the relationship between
the individual and society.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Drewery's thesis is an intriguing one, and the critical and creative dialogue she engenders between these four
women modernists a distinctly original and welcome contribution that lays the groundwork for further
studies of women modernists and the short story.' Woolf Studies Annual 'Claire Drewery's Modernist Short
Fiction by Women makes a number of very valuable critical moves, all of which allow for the opportunity to
pay attention to aspects of modernist literature that often go overlooked... It is a testament to Drewery's
project that one leaves it hoping for further critical work on the writers to whom she has paid such fine
attention.' English Literature in Transition '... Modernist Short Fiction by Women introduces unfamiliar texts
and revisits familiar ones with a keen attention to telling details, both thematic and stylistic, and makes a
compelling case for the usefulness of reading modernist authors through an anthropological lens. Drewery
clearly values and champions the stories and authors included here, and scholars and students of Mansfield,
Richardson, Sinclair, and Woolf will find much to confirm or extend their appreciation and knowledge of
their works in this study.' Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature '... Drewery's study is an important
contribution to modernist scholarship and to our understanding of these writers, in particular Richardson and
Sinclair whose short fiction deserves greater critical attention.' Notes and Queries 'Like the stories that are
her subject, Drewery's compact and complex study articulates meaning while also conveying a sense of that
which is unsayable. As it does so, it points to new possibilities in exploring literal and psychological
borderline states that are resistant to rational analysis but an essential feature of Modernist women writers'
stories.' English Studies

About the Author
Claire Drewery is a Lecturer in English at Sheffield Hallam University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Wright:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Modernist Short Fiction by Women:
The Liminal in Katherine Mansfield, Dorothy Richardson, May Sinclair and Virginia Woolf. All type of
book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Waldo Gates:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Modernist Short Fiction by Women: The Liminal in Katherine Mansfield,



Dorothy Richardson, May Sinclair and Virginia Woolf it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Zoe Harris:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Modernist Short Fiction by Women: The Liminal in Katherine Mansfield, Dorothy Richardson, May Sinclair
and Virginia Woolf provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Shirley Davenport:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Modernist Short Fiction by Women: The
Liminal in Katherine Mansfield, Dorothy Richardson, May Sinclair and Virginia Woolf can be the respond
to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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