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On August 15, 1944, Major Hans Georg Klamroth was tried for treason for his
part in the July plot against Hitler. Eleven days later, he was executed.

Wibke Bruhns, his youngest daughter, was six years old. Decades later, watching
a documentary about the events of July 20, she saw images of her father in court
suddenly appeared on-screen. “I stare at this man with the empty face. I don’t
know him. But I can see myself in him—his eyes are my eyes; I know I resemble
him. I know I wouldn’t be here without him. And what do I know about him?
Nothing at all.”

How could her patriotic family succumb to Nazi sympathies? And what made her
father finally renounce Hitler? With a wealth of letters and diaries documenting
the story of her family, from the time of Kaiser Wilhelm to the end of the Second
World War, and with her own coruscating intelligence, she unravels her family's
unique and unforgettable history.

My Father’s Country tells an astounding story—gripping, startlingly intimate,
emotionally riveting—of three generations. A huge best seller in the author’s
native country, it offers unparalleled insight into the experience of being German
in the last century. A real-life Buddenbrooks.
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On August 15, 1944, Major Hans Georg Klamroth was tried for treason for his part in the July plot against
Hitler. Eleven days later, he was executed.

Wibke Bruhns, his youngest daughter, was six years old. Decades later, watching a documentary about the
events of July 20, she saw images of her father in court suddenly appeared on-screen. “I stare at this man
with the empty face. I don’t know him. But I can see myself in him—his eyes are my eyes; I know I
resemble him. I know I wouldn’t be here without him. And what do I know about him? Nothing at all.”

How could her patriotic family succumb to Nazi sympathies? And what made her father finally renounce
Hitler? With a wealth of letters and diaries documenting the story of her family, from the time of Kaiser
Wilhelm to the end of the Second World War, and with her own coruscating intelligence, she unravels her
family's unique and unforgettable history.

My Father’s Country tells an astounding story—gripping, startlingly intimate, emotionally riveting—of three
generations. A huge best seller in the author’s native country, it offers unparalleled insight into the
experience of being German in the last century. A real-life Buddenbrooks.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Bruhns, born in Germany in 1938, has worked as a television journalist and a U.S.-based correspondent for
Stern magazine. In 1944, her father, Captain Hans Georg Klamroth, was executed for his part in the
conspiracy to assassinate Hitler in July of that year. For decades, Bruhns seems to have tried to maintain an
emotional distance from the father she barely remembered. When she caught a glimpse of her haggard father
while watching a documentary on the trial of the conspirators, she determined to learn more about him and
her family. The result is a searing, painful inquiry that reveals much about her family through the length of
the twentieth century; it also confronts readers with the dilemma of trying to survive in a totalitarian society
without becoming part of the monstrous evils. Both of her parents were enthusiastic backers of Hitler for
years. Bruhns seems particularly disturbed to discover how shamed other family members were by her
father’s act of betrayal. Her efforts to discover the causes of his conversion are both riveting and
heartbreaking. --Jay Freeman

Review
“A literary feat of extraordinary courage. . . . An intimate glimpse into the heart of darkness. . . .
Illuminating.”
—The Washington Times

“A clear-eyed portrait of a flawed man living in complex-and nightmarish-times.”
—Newsday

“In a time of bogus memoirs that, when exposed to air, crumble before Oprah's baleful glare, My Father's
Country is the genuine article.”
—Chicago Sun-Times

“Fascinating. . . . For anyone interested in the German psyche between the wars . . . [this] should be
compelling reading.”
—Providence Journal

“A searing, painful inquiry.... Riveting and heartbreaking.”
—Booklist

From the Trade Paperback edition.

About the Author
Wibke Bruhns was born in 1938 in Halberstadt, Germany. She has worked as a journalist in both TV and
print and as a TV host and news broadcaster. She was a correspondent for Stern magazine in the United
States and Israel and headed the culture section at one of Germany’s largest radio stations, ORB. She has two
grown daughters and now lives and works as a freelance writer in Berlin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Ellen Jorge:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled My Father's Country: Story of a German Family. Try to make the book My
Father's Country: Story of a German Family as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Gayle Stalder:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this My Father's Country: Story of a German Family, you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Madeline Edwards:

The publication with title My Father's Country: Story of a German Family contains a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Tamela Campbell:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book My Father's Country: Story of a German Family was filled regarding science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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