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Ryünosuke Akutagawa is one of Japan's foremost stylists—a modernist master
whose short stories are marked by highly original imagery, cynicism, beauty and
wild humour. "Rashömon"and "In a Bamboo Grove" inspired Kurosawa's
magnificent film and depict a past in which morality is turned upside down,
while tales such as "The Nose," "O-Gin" and "Loyalty" paint a rich and
imaginative picture of a medieval Japan peopled by Shoguns and priests,
vagrants and peasants. And in later works such as "Death Register," "The Life of
a Stupid Man," and "Spinning Gears," Akutagawa drew from his own life to
devastating effect, revealing his intense melancholy and terror of madness in
exquisitely moving impressionistic stories.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Akutagawa Ryunosuke (1892-1927), short-story writer, poet, and essayist, one of the first Japanese
modernists translated into English. He was born in Tokyo in 1892, and began writing for student publications
at the age of ten. He graduated from Tokyo University in 1916 with an English Literature degree and worked
as a teacher before becoming a full time writer in 1919. His mother had gone mad suddenly just months after
his birth and he was plagued by fear of inherited insanity all his life. He killed himself in 1927.

 Haruki Murakami has written eleven novels, eight volumes of short stories and numerous works of non-
fiction, as well as translating much American literature into Japanese. His most famous novels are
Norwegian Wood, The Wind-up Bird Chronicle, and Kafka on the Shore.

Jay Rubin has translated several of Murakami's works into English and is also the author of Haruki
Murakami and the Music of Words. He has been professor of Japanese Literature at the Universities of
Washington and Harvard.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Asbury:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Rashomon and Seventeen Other Stories (Penguin Classics). Try to make
book Rashomon and Seventeen Other Stories (Penguin Classics) as your pal. It means that it can for being
your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

James Gardner:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to
answer that question because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Rashomon
and Seventeen Other Stories (Penguin Classics) to read.



Douglas Elem:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Rashomon and
Seventeen Other Stories (Penguin Classics) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

William McNeill:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Rashomon and Seventeen Other Stories
(Penguin Classics) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Rashomon and
Seventeen Other Stories (Penguin Classics) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content.
This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.
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