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Site Reading offers a new method of literary and cultural interpretation and a new
theory of narrative setting by examining five sites--supermarkets, dumps, roads,
ruins, and asylums--that have been crucial to American literature and visual art
since the mid-twentieth century. Against the traditional understanding of setting
as a static background for narrative action and character development, David
Alworth argues that sites figure in novels as social agents. Engaging a wide range
of social and cultural theorists, especially Bruno Latour and Erving Goffman,
Site Reading examines how the literary figuration of real, material environments
reorients our sense of social relations. To read the sites of fiction, Alworth
demonstrates, is to reveal literature as a profound sociological resource, one that
simultaneously models and theorizes collective life.

Each chapter identifies a particular site as a point of contact for writers and
artists--the supermarket for Don DeLillo and Andy Warhol; the dump for
William Burroughs and Mierle Laderman Ukeles; the road for Jack Kerouac,
Joan Didion, and John Chamberlain; the ruin for Thomas Pynchon and Robert
Smithson; and the asylum for Ralph Ellison, Gordon Parks, and Jeff Wall--and
shows how this site mediates complex interactions among humans and
nonhumans. The result is an interdisciplinary study of American culture that
brings together literature, visual art, and social theory to develop a new sociology
of literature that emphasizes the sociology in literature.
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Site Reading offers a new method of literary and cultural interpretation and a new theory of narrative setting
by examining five sites--supermarkets, dumps, roads, ruins, and asylums--that have been crucial to American
literature and visual art since the mid-twentieth century. Against the traditional understanding of setting as a
static background for narrative action and character development, David Alworth argues that sites figure in
novels as social agents. Engaging a wide range of social and cultural theorists, especially Bruno Latour and
Erving Goffman, Site Reading examines how the literary figuration of real, material environments reorients
our sense of social relations. To read the sites of fiction, Alworth demonstrates, is to reveal literature as a
profound sociological resource, one that simultaneously models and theorizes collective life.

Each chapter identifies a particular site as a point of contact for writers and artists--the supermarket for Don
DeLillo and Andy Warhol; the dump for William Burroughs and Mierle Laderman Ukeles; the road for Jack
Kerouac, Joan Didion, and John Chamberlain; the ruin for Thomas Pynchon and Robert Smithson; and the
asylum for Ralph Ellison, Gordon Parks, and Jeff Wall--and shows how this site mediates complex
interactions among humans and nonhumans. The result is an interdisciplinary study of American culture that
brings together literature, visual art, and social theory to develop a new sociology of literature that
emphasizes the sociology in literature.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2016 Erving Goffman Award for Outstanding Scholarship in the Ecology of Social
Interaction, Media Ecology Association

From the Back Cover

"How do novels model social thinking? And how do the sites and settings of fiction offer clues to the shape
of the social world? In this fascinating book, David Alworth explores the entanglement of real and fictional
spaces and of human and nonhuman actors. The result is a rich and very rewarding line of argument that will
appeal to scholars of modern and contemporary fiction as well as anyone curious about new trends in the
sociology of literature."--Rita Felski, University of Virginia

"Site Reading will appeal to scholars and students not only in the rising field of 'post45' literary studies, but
also in literary theory generally, as well as art history, cultural sociology, and American studies. Alworth has
a keen analytical intelligence and writes with admirable clarity and vigor. His book is unfailingly interesting,
offering shrewd insights on every page, and opening major new pathways for research in the sociology of
culture."--James English, University of Pennsylvania

"Site Reading is a richly suggestive and stylish contribution to American literary studies that places Alworth
at the center of the conversations now shaping our sense of the contemporary and its history since World
War II. He takes the idea of social life--which all too often can signal nothing in particular or everything in
general--and examines it with rigor, clarity, and tremendous imagination. His compelling accounts of
postwar art and fiction connect works of culture to the various spaces, built environments, and object-worlds
that they inhabit."--Mark Goble, University of California, Berkeley

About the Author
David J. Alworth is assistant professor of English and of History and Literature at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Johnson:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Site Reading: Fiction, Art,
Social Form will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?



Frances Temple:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Site Reading: Fiction, Art,
Social Form that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form become your own
personal starter.

Alma Medina:

This Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal
it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Edgar Villanueva:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Site
Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form will give you new experience in studying a book.
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