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How did Nicholas II, Russia’s last Tsar, meet his death? Shot point blank in a
bungled execution by radical Bolsheviks in the Urals, Nicholas and his family
disappeared from history in the Soviet era. But in the 1970s, a local geologist and
a crime fiction writer discovered the location of their clandestine mass grave, and
secretly removed three skulls, before reburying them, afraid of the consequences
of their find.

Yet the history of Nicholas’ execution and the discovery of his remains are not
the only stories connected with the death of the last Tsar. This book recounts the
horrific details of his death and the thrilling discovery of the bones, and also
investigates the alternative narratives that have grown up around these events.
Stories include the contention that the Tsar’s killing was a Jewish plot, in which
Nicholas’ severed head was taken to Moscow as proof of his death; tales of
would-be survivors of the execution, self-confessed children of the Tsar claiming
their true identity; and accounts of miracles performed by Nicholas, who was
made a saint by the Russian church in 2000. Not least among these alternative
narratives is the romanticization of the Romanovs, epitomized by the numerous
photographs of the family released from the Russian archives.
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How did Nicholas II, Russia’s last Tsar, meet his death? Shot point blank in a bungled execution by radical
Bolsheviks in the Urals, Nicholas and his family disappeared from history in the Soviet era. But in the 1970s,
a local geologist and a crime fiction writer discovered the location of their clandestine mass grave, and
secretly removed three skulls, before reburying them, afraid of the consequences of their find.

Yet the history of Nicholas’ execution and the discovery of his remains are not the only stories connected
with the death of the last Tsar. This book recounts the horrific details of his death and the thrilling discovery
of the bones, and also investigates the alternative narratives that have grown up around these events. Stories
include the contention that the Tsar’s killing was a Jewish plot, in which Nicholas’ severed head was taken to
Moscow as proof of his death; tales of would-be survivors of the execution, self-confessed children of the
Tsar claiming their true identity; and accounts of miracles performed by Nicholas, who was made a saint by
the Russian church in 2000. Not least among these alternative narratives is the romanticization of the
Romanovs, epitomized by the numerous photographs of the family released from the Russian archives.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This book is both a careful retelling of the story of the deaths and rediscovery of Russia's royal family and a
series of interesting essays on the myths surrounding them. As such, it is to be thoroughly recommended' - 
Beryl Williams, University of Sussex, Revolutionary Russia, 2008

About the Author

Wendy Slater taught Russian history at the University of Cambridge and the School of Slavonic and East
European Studies, University College London, until 2003. She is deputy editor of The Annual Register and
writes regularly on Russian affairs for Keesing’s Record of World Events.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

The book The Many Deaths of Tsar Nicholas II: Relics, Remains and the Romanovs (Routledge Studies in
the History of Russia and Eastern Europe) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Many Deaths of Tsar Nicholas II:
Relics, Remains and the Romanovs (Routledge Studies in the History of Russia and Eastern Europe)? Some
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Many Deaths of Tsar Nicholas II: Relics,
Remains and the Romanovs (Routledge Studies in the History of Russia and Eastern Europe) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Angela Hampton:

The Many Deaths of Tsar Nicholas II: Relics, Remains and the Romanovs (Routledge Studies in the History
of Russia and Eastern Europe) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Many Deaths of Tsar Nicholas II: Relics,
Remains and the Romanovs (Routledge Studies in the History of Russia and Eastern Europe) but doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.



Ruth Brown:

This The Many Deaths of Tsar Nicholas II: Relics, Remains and the Romanovs (Routledge Studies in the
History of Russia and Eastern Europe) is great guide for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Many
Deaths of Tsar Nicholas II: Relics, Remains and the Romanovs (Routledge Studies in the History of Russia
and Eastern Europe) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So ,
it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Oliver Lyle:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Many Deaths of Tsar Nicholas II: Relics,
Remains and the Romanovs (Routledge Studies in the History of Russia and Eastern Europe) can give you a
lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Many Deaths of Tsar Nicholas II: Relics, Remains and the
Romanovs (Routledge Studies in the History of Russia and Eastern Europe).
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