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This is the story of 350 years of terror. Established by papal bull in 1478, the first
task of the Spanish Inquisition was to question Jewish converts to Christianity
and to expose and execute those found guilty of reversion. Authorities then
turned on Spanish Jews in general, sending 300,000 into exile. Next in line were
humanists and Lutherans. No rank was exempt. Children informed on their
parents, merchants on their rivals, and priests upon their bishops. Those
denounced were guilty unless they could prove their innocence. Nearly 32,000
people were publicly burned at the stake; the “fortunate” ones were flogged,
fined, or imprisoned.
Joseph Pérez tells the history of the Spanish Inquisition from its medieval
beginnings to its nineteenth-century ending. He discovers its origins in fear and
jealousy and its longevity in usefulness to the state. He explores the inner
workings of its councils, and shows how its officers, inquisitors, and leaders
lived and worked. He describes its techniques of interrogation and torture, and
shows how it refined displays of punishment as instruments of social control. The
author ends his fascinating account by assessing the impact of the Inquisition
over three and a half centuries on Spain’s culture, economy, and intellectual life.
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This is the story of 350 years of terror. Established by papal bull in 1478, the first task of the Spanish
Inquisition was to question Jewish converts to Christianity and to expose and execute those found guilty of
reversion. Authorities then turned on Spanish Jews in general, sending 300,000 into exile. Next in line were
humanists and Lutherans. No rank was exempt. Children informed on their parents, merchants on their rivals,
and priests upon their bishops. Those denounced were guilty unless they could prove their innocence. Nearly
32,000 people were publicly burned at the stake; the “fortunate” ones were flogged, fined, or imprisoned.
Joseph Pérez tells the history of the Spanish Inquisition from its medieval beginnings to its nineteenth-
century ending. He discovers its origins in fear and jealousy and its longevity in usefulness to the state. He
explores the inner workings of its councils, and shows how its officers, inquisitors, and leaders lived and
worked. He describes its techniques of interrogation and torture, and shows how it refined displays of
punishment as instruments of social control. The author ends his fascinating account by assessing the impact
of the Inquisition over three and a half centuries on Spain’s culture, economy, and intellectual life.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A scholarly and vivid recasting of a painful era... a salutary reminder of the potential savagery occasioned
by religion." -- John Cornwell, Sunday Times (London)

About the Author

Joseph Pérez is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Bordeaux and Honorary Director of the
Velazquez Museum in Madrid. His previous books include a history of Spain under Philip II and biographies
of Ferdinand and Isabella and Emperor Charles V. Janet Lloyd has translated more than fifty books and was
twice awarded the Scott Moncrieff prize for best translation of a full-length French work of literary merit and
general interest.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Spanish Inquisition: A History
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick
The Spanish Inquisition: A History become your personal starter.

Rose Cordeiro:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually The Spanish Inquisition: A History. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Sharron Marty:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide The Spanish Inquisition: A History was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to



read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Barry Whitfield:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Spanish Inquisition: A
History to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside
that the guide The Spanish Inquisition: A History can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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