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A new edition of the most accessible and compelling history of the medium
published, with an updated foreword by the author to accompany his 15-
hour feature documentary
 
Film critic, producer, and presenter Mark Cousins' history shows how
filmmakers are influenced both by the historical events of their times, and by
each other. He demonstrates, for example, how Douglas Sirk's 1950s Hollywood
melodramas influenced Rainer Werner Fassbinder's despairing visions of 1970s
Germany and how George Lucas' Star Wars epics grew out of Akira Kurosawa's
The Hidden Fortress. The Story of Film is divided into three main epochs: silent
(1885–1928), sound (1928–1990), and digital (1990-present), and within this
structure films are discussed in chapters reflecting both the stylistic concerns of
the filmmakers and the political and social themes of the time. As well
as covering the great American films and filmmakers, the book explores cinema
in Europe, Africa, Asia, Australasia, and South America, and shows how
cinematic ideas and techniques cross national boundaries. Avoiding jargon and
obscure critical theory, the author constantly places himself in the role of the
moviegoer watching a film, asking How does a scene or a story affect us, and
why? In doing so, he gets to the heart of cinematic technique, explaining how
filmmakers use lighting, framing, focal length, and editing to create their effects.
Clearly written, and illustrated with more than 400 stills, this book is essential
reading for both film students and the general moviegoer.
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A new edition of the most accessible and compelling history of the medium published, with an updated
foreword by the author to accompany his 15-hour feature documentary
 
Film critic, producer, and presenter Mark Cousins' history shows how filmmakers are influenced both by the
historical events of their times, and by each other. He demonstrates, for example, how Douglas Sirk's 1950s
Hollywood melodramas influenced Rainer Werner Fassbinder's despairing visions of 1970s Germany and
how George Lucas' Star Wars epics grew out of Akira Kurosawa's The Hidden Fortress. The Story of Film is
divided into three main epochs: silent (1885–1928), sound (1928–1990), and digital (1990-present), and
within this structure films are discussed in chapters reflecting both the stylistic concerns of the filmmakers
and the political and social themes of the time. As well as covering the great American films and filmmakers,
the book explores cinema in Europe, Africa, Asia, Australasia, and South America, and shows how
cinematic ideas and techniques cross national boundaries. Avoiding jargon and obscure critical theory, the
author constantly places himself in the role of the moviegoer watching a film, asking How does a scene or a
story affect us, and why? In doing so, he gets to the heart of cinematic technique, explaining how filmmakers
use lighting, framing, focal length, and editing to create their effects. Clearly written, and illustrated
with more than 400 stills, this book is essential reading for both film students and the general moviegoer.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mark Cousins is an author, film critic, producer, and documentary filmmaker. He is the former director of
the Edinburgh International Film Festival and a regular contributor to Prospect, Sight and Sound, and the
Times.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benjamin Aldridge:

This book untitled The Story of Film to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in
the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this reserve from your list.

Ray Ellis:

The book untitled The Story of Film contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with
easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Gabriel Reyes:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Story of
Film which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Robert Hutzler:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Story of Film was colourful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book The Story of Film has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to



choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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