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In this study of the rabbinic heretics who believed in Two Powers in Heaven,
Alan Segal explores some relationships between rabbinic Judaism, Merkabah
mysticism, and early Christianity. Two Powers in Heaven was a very early
category of heresy. It was one of the basic categories by which the rabbis
perceived the new phenomenon of Christianity and one of the central issues over
which Judaism and Christianity separated. Segal reconstructs the development of
the heresy through prudent dating of the stages of the rabbinic traditions. The
basic heresy involved interpreting scripture to say that a principal angelic or
hypostatic manifestation in heaven was equivalent to God. The earliest heretics
believed in two complementary powers in heaven, while later heretics believed in
two opposing powers in heaven. Segal stresses the importance of perceiving the
relevance of rabbinic material for solving traditional problems of New Testament
and gnostic scholarship, and at the same time maintains the necessity of reading
those literatures for dating rabbinic material. Please note that Two Powers in
Heaven was previously published by Brill in hardback, ISBN 90 04 05453 7 (no
longer available).
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Alan Segal is Professor of Religion at Barnard College, Columbia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruby Pritchett:

Within other case, little people like to read book Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About
Christianity and Gnosticism. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and
Gnosticism. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open
a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Christopher Mueller:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Two Powers in Heaven: Early
Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism. All type of book could you see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Luther Keller:

The actual book Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism has a lot
of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that
has reading's heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to



the library. They go to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports
About Christianity and Gnosticism can make you sense more interested to read.
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